
BLUE SKY CENTER

Blue Sky Center is seeking proposals for a Designer-in-Residence, a three-week creative community 
position in January 2019 in New Cuyama, California. Applicants should be creative professionals with 
graphic design proficiency and experience with nonprofit reports, creative community engagement, and 
rural development.

An artist fee of $2,400 will be awarded for services provided, with lodging and some meals provided in-
kind. Details below.

Designer-in-Residence

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Call for Designer-in-Residence
January 2019

Responses to this request for proposal (RFP) are due by email to RFP@blueskycenter.org by noon PST on 
October 30, 2018, in the form of a single PDF not exceeding six (6) letter-sized (8-½” x 11”) pages. Please 
reach out to the same email address with comments or clarifying questions.

Qualifications

Submission Requirements

• Experience in project management, design process, and attention to timelines
• Experience creating organizational reports (nonprofit report experience a plus)
• Lived rural experience and/or appreciation
• Spanish verbal fluency a plus

mailto:RFP%40blueskycenter.org?subject=


The Designer-in-Residence will spend three weeks living and working on site in New Cuyama, California. 
During this time, they will provide between 30-50 hours of design services for two distinct Blue Sky 
Center reports and pursue one studio project in direct engagement with the community of the Cuyama 
Valley. This work is to include:

Lodging is provided in-kind by BSC via a dorm room in our main building. Amenities include a sleeping 
room, workspace, shower/bathroom, kitchen, and shop access.

Designer-in-Residence will be included in twice-weekly (six meals total) family-style meals with the BSC 
team, coordinating at least two of these meals. BSC values this in-kind benefit at $60.

Scope of Work

Accommodations

Approximately 4,000 words (10-20 pages); all text and photographs provided by BSC. Graphics, 
layout, illustration, and production responsibility of Designer-in-Residence. For print and digital 
distribution.

Approximately 3,500 words, (16-20 pages); all text and photographs provided by BSC. Graphics, 
layout, illustration, and production responsibility of Designer-in-Residence. For print and digital 
distribution.

Studio project that engages residents of the Cuyama Valley. This project is to be determined 
by the Designer-in-Residence (based on their skills, research interests, engagement strategies, 
and experience in New Cuyama) with BSC’s direction and help; the intention is to produce 
meaningful creative work with the community at large. The final deliverable for this project 
is open-ended to allow for an intuitive creative process. Creative Community Engagement 
projects could include: interviews, events, reports, productions, community dinners, zines, 
chapbooks, maps, workshops, et cetera.

More about the Creative Community Engagement project
The project may focus on any sub-group of the community (such as age, culture, social, economic, 
environmental, ethnic groups, et cetera) or engage the New Cuyama/Cuyama Valley community at large. 
The work/activities must reflect values of inclusivity, community co-authorship, and rural vibrancy. 
The development of this work does not need to be predetermined before arrival. Before arrival and 
throughout the residency, BSC will assist in formulating the project/programming/activity, provide direct 
staff support for the work/activities, and provide community connections needed to execute along with 
limited funding (as needed, in a limited scope, and within the existing broader programming of rural 
economic development, affordable housing, food security, and/or arts/design).

Creative Community Engagement Project

Design and production of the 2018 Annual Report

Design and production of the 2019 Blue Sky Center Strategic Plan

• $2,000 Artist Stipend
• $400 Travel Support (reimbursable)
• $850 Production budget for reports
• $TBD Support budget for creative community engagement

Remuneration



Blue Sky Center (BSC) is a rural nonprofit located in New Cuyama, California, in the Cuyama Valley, with 
the mission to regenerate the land, economy, and communities of the Cuyama Valley. This area is home 
to approximately 2,000 residents across 300 square miles of high-desert California landscape, just north 
of the Los Padres National Forest and south of the Carrizo Plain National Monument. Route 166 connects 
New Cuyama to Santa Maria on the Central Coast and Bakersfield in the southern end of the Central 
Valley, both about an hour’s drive away; Santa Barbara and Los Angeles are both about 2-½ hours to the 
south and southeast, respectively. 

Founded by the Atlantic Richfield Company (ARCO) in 1952 as a company town, New Cuyama now serves 
a small population composed of 216 housing units, and contains the Cuyama Valley High School & 
Elementary School, the Cuyama Valley Recreation District office, a family resource center, a post office, 
a small local library, and a number of commercial businesses. Blue Sky Center operates out of renovated 
industrial and office buildings from the ARCO era. The larger Cuyama Valley is home to a number of 
agricultural operations, which is the primary industry, along with oil production and ranching.

More information on Blue Sky Center can be found on our website, our 2017 Annual Report, Instagram, 
and Facebook.

About the Cuyama Valley & Blue Sky Center

• RFP released: October 12
• RFP response due: Noon PST on October 30 by email to RFP@blueskycenter.org
• Interviews of selected short list of candidates: Oct 31-Nov 2
• Selection notification: November 5
• Residency: Three (3) total concurrent weeks sometime between Jan 4-Feb 1 (to be determined by 

Designer-in-Residence and BSC)

• Established creative practice
• Quality and relevance of work examples
• Capacity to design, produce, and complete new work during residency
• Informed understanding of rural places, as shown by a history of work and/or personal experience

Any person/business responding to or evaluating this RFP that has a real, possible, or perceived conflict 
of interest must disclose the conflict(s) within the response/proposal submission/evaluation process. Any 
person/business that assisted in the development of this RFP is excluded from responding.

Blue Sky Center is committed to provide equal opportunity without regard to race, color, sex, age, 
disability, religion, national origin, marital status, pregnancy, ancestry, citizenship status, veteran status, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other basis protected by federal, state, or local law.

Timeline

Evaluation metrics

Requirement to disclose conflict of interest

Nondiscrimination statement

http://cuyamaunified.org/
http://cuyamaunified.org/
http://www.cvrdfun.com/
https://www.cvfrc.org/index.html
https://www.blueskycenter.org/
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